
Investor's Business Daily on Fairness Doctrine

    Investor's Business Daily has a great editorial  today about how the Fairness Doctrine has
run into a wall:
  

The Democrats' assault on the First Amendment has run into a wall. Republican Rep. Mike
Pence is determined to see that freedom of speech isn't repressed in the U.S. as it is in tin-pot
dictatorships.

  

For years, the political left has been setting the country up for a rerun of the Fairness Doctrine,
looking for a Reichstag fire to whip up public support for a regulation that is clearly
unconstitutional despite the Supreme Court's absurd 1969 ruling.

  

***

  

So Democrats, jealous of the right's success and frustrated over their failures (they can't
understand why everyone doesn't think correctly, as they do), aim to fix things with authoritarian
regulation. Apparently the legacy of liberty left to us by our founders is an archaic notion.
Censorship is the new freedom of speech.

  

Though he'll get no praise from the mainstream media for his vigorous First Amendment
protection, Pence is pushing through the House a bill with more than 200 co-sponsors that
prohibits the FCC "from having the authority to require broadcasters to present opposing
viewpoints on controversial issues of public importance."

  

Should Pence get 218 House members to sign the discharge petition he filed Wednesday, the
Democratic majority will be forced to bring his bill, the Broadcaster Freedom Act of 2007, to the
floor for an up-or-down vote. Given that 113 House Democrats voted in June in favor of a
one-year moratorium on the Fairness Doctrine, it's likely the Indiana congressman will draw the
required support.

  

Getting the Senate to pass a ban will require a greater effort. Minnesota Republican Sen. Norm
Coleman has tried, but Democrats have blocked his bill from seeing the floor for a vote.
Apparently their definition of fairness is the absence of opposition to the leftist agenda and their
voices' artificial domination of the airwaves.
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http://www.investors.com/editorial/editorialcontent.asp?secid=1501&amp;status=article&amp;id=277599958243230
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